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The History of the Space Between Nation and Tribe
―Chaoxianzu farmers of Northeast China―
ABSTRACT
The aim of this paper is to consider community formation and the resulting
transformation process which arises as a result of people making a living and being against
the rule of law. Such a community formation and transformation process can be seen in
the history of a Chinese chaoxianzu, a Chinese-Korean tibe’s name. In this paper I will
explore historical materials and relate these to an interview of import and with an
established Chaoxianzu farmer. I focus on the conversion period from the１８th century,
particularly the１８６０s, to the１９７０s, when there occurred great fluctuations in each and
every area of society and culture and politics in order to confirm the minority identity and
status of the Chaoxianzu farmer. I will conclude by discussing the recognition and reality
of community formation and the transformation process as they relate to the Chaoxianzu
farmer who lives in the space between “Nation” and “Race”. I will also discuss how this
living between “Nation” and “Race” has been reflected in the process of formation and
transformation of the community according to life practice processes against the politics
and policies of the land in China for approximately one hundred years.
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